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CAGE-FIGHTING EVENT 

495. Mr T.R. SPRIGG to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 
Yesterday in this chamber the minister advised that he was legally unable to prevent the cage-fighting event 
scheduled for the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre on 5 October, and I ask - 

(1) Why has the minister not used his power under section 9 of the Professional Combat Sports Act 1978, 
which states “The Commission is subject to the control and direction of the Minister . . .”, to stop this 
event? 

(2) What steps has the minister taken in relation to the government’s lease agreement with the operator of 
the convention centre to stop this event? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
(1)-(2) The member is obviously promoting himself as a bush lawyer, but clearly he has a long way to go, 

because I heard him on radio this morning suggesting there would be no problem and that he would go 
down to the court and get an injunction against this event, and that certainly will not happen.  He gave 
no indication of what would be the basis in law for the injunction - none whatsoever.  The advice to me 
is that there is no basis in law, otherwise we would have looked at it.  He is now saying that under 
section 9 of the act I have responsibility for controlling the Professional Combat Sports Commission.  
The point is that I have sought the State Solicitor’s advice.  The advice was that I do not have the power 
to dictate decisions by the commission.  When it comes to issues of appointment of members of the 
commission and the general management of the commission, yes, I am responsible.  However, when it 
comes to the issuing of a licence, I would like to have had the power but the legal advice is that I do not.  
We on this side of the house, as opposed to members opposite, actually do wish to comply with the law.  
The result is that we must bring in legislation to change the law so that we can make sure that these 
events will not occur in the future. 

 


